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Garibong is a living witness of the industrialization era of contemporary Korea, and is now 
a town that embraces multi-ethnic population. The change of Garibong intended by the 
Urban Regeneration Project begins by telling stories of old Seoul in the town, progresses by 
facilitating the local communities and the improvement of resident abilities, and concludes 
by breathing in vibrant new colors in the streets of Garibong, where the time has stopped 
at the industrialization. Now, the true worth of Garibong as a witness for the history of 
contemporary Seoul and Korea will be regenerated with the Urban Regeneration Projects 
in the form of strengthening local community and resident abilities as well as facilitating 
tourism and local economy. 
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A new community to be perfected with understanding and connecting 
with each other  

While I was continuing my studies in Seoul, it was always sad to see the Chinese Koreans and immigrants 
having a difficult time forming meaningful relationships, or have fellowship with Garibong local residents.  The 
Korea-China Culture Institution that will be established in an anchor facility will support the Chinese Koreans and 
immigrants as they settle and live in Korea, and will also be a base to spread Chinese culture as well as teaching 
Chinese language. Though such activities can be beneficial to the community, however, the ultimate goal of the 
Regeneration should be the elimination of any misunderstanding among the ethnic groups in Garibong as the 
residents strive and think about better ways to make Garibong into a happier place. Garibong, a town where 
people live together in harmony, where everyone is important and significant for the town’s happiness – it will 
begin here, in the Korea-China Culture Institution.
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